[Toxicant-induced and drug-induced coma neurotoxicological issues of general anesthesia].
Coma is a pathological condition of unconsciousness in which the patient cannot be awaken by any stimuli (lack of arousal), whose eyes are closed and who has no awareness of self or environment (lack of content of consciousness). Toxic coma is usually transient and disappears after elimination of xenobiotic, and possibly its active metabolites, from the body. Authors present the etiological factors, clinical features and principles of diagnosis and management of toxic coma. Additionally, mechanisms of altered consciousness induced iatrogenically by general anesthetics as well as a brief description of their toxicity are presented.